QUEEN   MAKY    OF   MUJU.EJNA
1709 The peace negotiations were fruitless, war was renewed, and the Court of St. Germains trusted too little in Marlborough's loyalty to follow his advice with regard to the grave step of discarding the protection of the King of France.
The Queen was struggling with financial difficulties ; the French exchequer was in so exhausted a condition that her pension was irregularly paid, and Madame de Maintenon, in answer to her complaint against the discount claimed by the French officials, advised her to acquiesce in the inevitable, as the King was himself greatly inconvenienced by the deficiency in his revenue.
One of the results of these embarrassments must have been peculiarly painful to the Queen ; the rent for her apartment at Chaillot was in arrear, and the nuns, after suggesting that a portion of it might with advantage be sublet, proceeded, apparently without waiting for an answer, to let certain rooms, including that of the Princess Louise Marie, to Madame de 1'Orge and her daughter, who hearing from Lady Sophia Bulkeley that the Queen would be seriously inconvenienced, offered to let her have the use of them when she came to Chaillot with the Princess.
With admirable temper Mary Beatrice writes to the Superior, May, 1709, that it would be difficult for her ladies "to accommodate themselves in places now occupied by the waiting-maids. . . . However, if you, dear mother, or Madame and Mademoiselle de 1'Orge have any trouble about the apartment, I pray you to tell me so plainly, with your usual sincerity, and I will endeavour to make some other arrangement, at least if it be in our power. You can, if you please, consult my dear sisters Catherine Ang61ique and Marie Gabrielle, about it, and then take your resolution and send me word, for in case my daughter can continue where she is, I should wish them to take away the furniture of Madame, and I would send mine. f . . I cannot accept the offer she makes me of the loan of her chamber; I say this in case she wishes to take it from me. . . ." The apartment was relinquished by the intruding
410to his sister's throne."
